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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 7 


abel 


by Peter Ellis, 


From about a week or so after the deputation to the Premier, I was checking 
P.O. Box 396 every night of the week for the promised word - but it never came, 
and every Friday morning I'd religiously telephone Fred Grimwade to see if he 
had any word from the. Premier. Once, later in the year, when mote Whipstigk... .. 
blocks appeared on the market I even tried to ring the Premier directly to 

see if I could get the "show on™ the road! (Well they kept me _taliing long, 
enough, I guess: to traeé’ the call.) 1 


Most likely the extreme adverse ppableesty that came out of ia ecinten 
deputations to the Shires and the Wilton confrontation at Hartland's puured 
cold water on any public statements the Premier might in earlier enthusiasm, 
have’ promised to make, There Wéré-a number of misconceptions that had bécome ~~ 
obvious from the landowners':comments that. worried us also, and. we meso lved aie 
try and set the record straight as far as we could, 3 


One was that the Whipstick area. would lose an industry. ( proposed. ney; Eucalyptus 
Oil distillery of R.Wellstead) if the I.D.0. was brought in. Another: was=that . 
landowmers would not be able to leave their land to their families and that 

they were being forced to fight-for the land on which their families had lived 
for generations, It was said that the Field Naturalists‘wantéd. to‘ take “over - 

all the land in the Whipstick area in which there were approximately 70 rate- 
payers of the Marong and Hintly Shires, and that if this land was added to 

the Forest Park, the Shires would not receive any rates, It was also Sane the 
I.D.0. would control activities .on cleared land, we Peay te 


The Club resolved firstly*to’ print in the Bendigo Advertiser a full Bratenen 

of its.policies arising since the Whipstick Seminar, to help clarify its .«... 
conservation program and try to alleviate some of the absurd notions the land- 
owners were panicking about. This article appeared in“the’ Bendigo Advertiser of 
26/4/1973, and I believe did help clear the air and set the record straight-as 
far as the Club was concerned. Secondly the Club was extremely concerned that 
the Eucalyptus people should feel so threatened, and be making the most waves; 
when throughout the whole conservation campaign the B.F.N.C. had done its 

utmost to see their interests were not at risk. Because Mr.Wellstead appeared 

as the main spokes. person.at. the deputation to Huntly Shire on-behalf ofthe ~. 
Eucalyptus Distillers, and in particular considered his own operations threatened, 
the Club decided to send :him directly:a letter of explanation, plus a copy of 
the intended article to the paper, ahead of publication date, including a 

copy of the Forest Park. submission, Another reason for this also was that the 
Club had earlier sought from-M> Well stead e list of the allotments -he and Mr. 
Ploughright owned in the Whipstick, and perhaps there was some mig-understanding 
over this. When the Club had drawn up its list of private lands to be submitted 
first to the C.C.V., and later to the Premier at the deputation, for consideration 
for funds for possible purchase; a minimum of top priority and most significant 
blocks from the point of view cf flora and fauna, or consolidatinon.on :the | 
skeletal crown lands, -had to ‘be adhered to, and kept to the minimum. possible... 
The Club had already decided that uncleared sections in use by. eucalyptus . 
operators could be regarded as reasonably s safe for some time, and this was the 
murpose in finding out which blocks they owned along with  Ruedins, ‘so’ that others 
which were possibly more threatened, or of: greater ‘significance could™be “pursued 
for finance, for purchase in thé event of’ their’ availability on the market, 

One block of Wellstead's - allotment 16 of Whirrakee B had to be kept on the 
list of priorities because it was the one crucial block that separated the 
northern half of the Whipstick from the southern part. It should be remembered 
that Mr.Wellstead spoke hightly of the B.F.N.C. following the Whipstick Seminar, 
and had requested nomination as a member of the Club. 


3. 


CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE, WHIPSTICK - PART 7 continued 

The letter to Mr..Wellstead contained an honest summary of the club's policies . 
and an assurance there, was no. move to have his proposed new factory and 
operations threatened. But. we did outline the importance of Allotment 16, 

and also Frank Robbins asked me to inform Mr,Wellstead of the location of 

old Mallee Fowl nests and a.rare species of Olearia on his land, so that he — 
might protect them during Eucalyptus cutting procedures. ; 


It. was hoped that this direct, approach to Mr,Wellstead would clear up any 
antagonism he.may have.had, and that she would pass on to other landowners, the 
goodwill intentions of the B.F.N.C., at least as far as the Eucalyptus Oi 
industry was concerned, We had algo in passing suggested to Mr.Wellstead that 
his Eucilyptus factory could be of tourist potential, and certainly was of no 
threatening concern to us.or the conservation of the Whipstick. ili : 


Mr .Wellstead replied (30/4/1973) saying our suggestions of capitalizing on the | 
tourist aspect was to be given full, merit (this wasn't our intention), and 
suggesting that areas be marked out to protect the Mallee Fowl nést’on lot No. _ 
16 and around Lances Factory to protect the Daisy Bush, and in exchange for this 
right to have these areas available to the Club, he would expect a fée of $350.00 
per annum for. each area to be paid in advance commencing from May 1st'1973.° : 
(Two separate cheques required.) He would then issue authoritative letters to” 
all members xpon.receipt of the cheques (total $700.), otherwise any persons 
ignoring the "KEEP OUI" signs would be subject to trespassing. aa 
Needless to say, no further correspondance during 1973 was entered into with 

Mr Well stead. SHS eee : Xu SEK 

Now with the Shires backing down on implementing the 1.D.0. the Club was extremely 
concerned about the future of the Whipstick, that more lands would pass from 

the locals to developers, and be sold and cleared, and that the I.D.0. threat 


‘might in fact accelerate such events. a Ti 

During the balance'of 1973 there was much deliberation about having the 1.D.0. 
implemented; It' was obvious from the various letters from Government agencies - 
Secretary for Local Government, the Minister, Town & Country Planning Board etc. 
that there was’a need for introducing a planning control over the Whipstick, 
although difficult'to implement and administer, with the desirability of retaining 
Eucalyptus harvesting for oil production. ie ¢ 


I have been asked how the boundary.of the current 1.D.0. was selected and to 

this I can only make an educated.guess, We had been advised that a blanket cover 
was the type of I.D.0. needed, and when we applied to the Shires, and later’ 

the Minister for Loedl Government and the Premier (7/11/1973), we included all. 
relevant -Whipstick conservation submissions from 1957 onwards, plus the Pree 
Forest Park submission and Frank Robbins! Whipstick Surveys and. accompanying; ; 
maps. Whether you take the map on the inside of the Forest Park;submission, ~: 

and combine:the public land-and green stiple areas representing uneleared 
adjoining private land; or shede in the uncleared land on: Frank's:maps following 
the masses of numbers representing plants, as against blank sections.on those 
marked cleared, you will arrive at the approximate I.D.0. boundary, *E:.certainly 
would have, shaded these in as it was the only easy wey of orientating the complex 
maps withthe geography of the area. This larger perimeter of existing “uncleared 
Whipstick green-belt (certainly, with some internal enclaves of cleared ‘land 
corrulated with aerial maps that Frank used to cross check his mapping, It is this 
total area that we would have suggested be protected by an I.D.0. . 


On; January 25th 1974 the Whipstick I.D.0. was declared operative by ordér of the 
Minister for Local Government, and so another stage of the Whipstick Conservation 
had finally reached fruition, , , 5 i 
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CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK~ PART.Z continued 


A public meeting was- called by the Town and Country Planning Board ‘on “April” Bra 
1974, at the Bendigo’ City Hall (upstairs) to explain the reasons for’ ‘imposing "” 
the I.D.0. and its mechanisms, The meeting was virtually slated by the irate ©.” 
Whipstick landowners present and to a degree shell-shocked Mr.P.Brown of the” 
board, impeding his efforts to explain clearly the’ function ofethe L.D.0.. > 


One particular landowner (sho. in recent years claimed he was at that meeting e 
and knew all about what went on) was: obviously under the influence, and stormed — 

out, “A few days: later he formally apolog gized so: that at permit was granted to a EES 
allow him to build on his block of jand. we 


The amily time silence was. achieved was i answer 4 some jabeund quip, cinema ih nee 
Dorothy Field rose to: her: feet, fist in, the.air, and said, "What about the 


sae 


Advertiser and another in’ Ot ruth" v itubteber of ypiey made it ‘clear that 
opposition to land control and purchase was strong, and that pressures would 
be*‘applied to“have the I.D:0. lifted; A circular letter dated April 5th by 

Mr. Leigh Goodall (Eucalyptus Refining Co.) calling for organised ‘opposition 

and a deputation to the Minister for Local Government, fortunately was passed 
onto me by Leon Ruedin, to do with: it’ what I wished. The following day it was 
in the hands of LEP 105 Grimwade: M. L. C.; and on its way, to the BIKE, mentioned 
Minister. : jie. 


On 11/4/1974 the Club ace a ere from Mr ‘Wellstead Simeneilsy auaaciiae 
that if our society withdrew application for control of any areas that are _ 
‘privately owned, then he would be quite confident harmony between the parties ““~ 
would prevail again. Again he suggested certain items of interest on his land ~ 
could be‘made: available for a monetary réturn arranged to a mutual understanding . 
On the 26th April the Club received from Mr .Wellgtead a telegram requesting © 
ten application.forms to join the B.F.N.C. On the 29th April another belegram 
arrived. requesting. an itinerary of meetings ete; be included with the. +. ++: 
application forms. A letter was further received:dated April 30th and. listing... 
flora and,fauna statistics fron. the Forest Park. submission, and stating this Lett 
needed yevision: akong with: ‘comments on the Eucalyptus Oil..industry, as: we |. athe 
were only intermittent visitors and his observations were.based under all:. nei 
weather conditions throughout the year. A further letter dated 6th May arrived 
requesting ‘the names, of Ciub member s,~ and: again: on 17th May. And finally « on’ iss 
the’ 4th’ June a longer and’ final letter atrived” from Mr, Wellstead. 


During these: sequence of © events the. Club ‘committee: Wes. meeting about three. Es 
nights a week (all impromptu becauseiof the. telegrams)-until 1 or 2 a.mi ee 
naturally very concerned by possible: moves: by::Mr.Wellstead and "friends! ; 

to join and: overtake the Club on its policies,-Modifications.to the rules’. | :: 
and constitution were quickly.passed to ensure this could not. happen, and.then 
it was. found through, our detective-Treasurer:(Bert:), that Mr,Wellstead had - 
never paid.:his first subseription,, 350: shes never in: fact bec aed ,a-member nor - 
had. vy. claim to rights, .6.° asps rie Sha he te 


The events from Aprit’ 3rd to Pea ‘June had? been the fone 4 omeyice. tie’ éver;* 

I believe; for the B.F.N. Cy “executive, Of utmost concern was the possibility ©: 
that the “pressures were’s0 ‘great, particularly from the’ ee oat SS 
production: lobby; “that the I.D.0. might be. tassel f cera ee 


Colin Needs from Inglewood attended one of our special wonmtintine nectings 
having heard our concerns about the pressures being: ‘applied: from: ‘thet “Euedlyptua - 
Regining Co. personal - the Wellsteads and Goodalls, - 


dete eeataTe 


De 


CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART 7 continued 


Colin described experimental. planting of young mallee at Inglewood and the 
advanced modern methods of extracting Eucalyptus Oil, Concern was expressed 
within our own: ranks: at the increased frequenty of harvesting, also closer to 


the ground," ‘and thatthe rising, price of oil’ had made selection of almost all 
mallee vegetatiom areas ‘profitable., I was also aware through the Chemistry 
Departmént' of B;CLAE. that Mr....Wellstead had conducted 'experiments with 


application of 


nitrogenous fertilisers to increase growthrand. yield of the 


mallee, and that the broom/myrtle scrub (Melaletce unicinata) was also now 


profitable to harvest. 


It was one thing:to protect an antiquated industry that was on its last legs 
and which oceassionakly used selective pockets of mellee - it was another to: 


tolerate this. newsituation.., We 


also, came to question the whole attitude the 


Club had formally! taken, that harvesting. ‘promoted ground flora growth and 
to the benefit of fauna. Rob Watkins and myself had been shown newly. harvested 
areas at Inglewood which stood alongside extremely mature stands of mallee. — 


To our surprise the flora under 
and showier than that in the ne 


ier 


the mature mallee was more robust, healthier 
ighbouring harvested section. Within days I 


was shown.a, similar situation 4% %St./Amnaud by John and Barry Proctor of the 


St.Arnaud History and Natural H 


ietory Group...They had similar concerns. Areas 


of blue mallee harvested there had been so mismanaged over ‘the years: there 


was absolutely no top soil, mallee regrowth miserable, and no ground’ flora, 
except some scattered invading grasses. The mature mallee which was virgin 


was of magnificent stature, the 
ground flora rich, and as it wa 
the B.F.N.C. committee mecalled 


likes of which I had not seen before, and the 
s spring, chowy. On discussing these matters 
the situation of the Phebalium reserve at 


Skylark Rd. near Flagstaff Hill (mentioned in the 1st article), and how after 


it had been left untouched for many years, it had built up a nicé layer of 
humus ‘and top soil in comparison to the adjoining cut areas. The flora displays 
in the fenced ioff reserve now surpassed that of the surrounding harvested 

areas, Tt’wisiobvious we had.never ,considerea”the full cyche of ;hrereneration; 
and that initialclearing as with fire or gravel disturb: promotes growth. and 
showy flora, which is subsequently crowded’ out as the scrub thickens, but | 
finally.returns on maturity with a higher canopy and thinning:mid section. 


Sheet.,erosion in harvested’ area 


> 


s is something we had turned a blind eye to. 


fet: was; ppyious we should only be defending eucalyptus harvesting.on a much 


reduced selective ba 


Magis in small nominated areas for historical purposes as 


‘fan as.a,Whipstick Park of national ‘ecological significance was concerned. 


t 


“Other ‘factors came to 1i 


ght. Brian 0'Brierl ‘then of the Soil Conservation Auth. 


“Bendigdbraneh!told me of.a demonstration by the Dow ‘Chemical Co. to a group of ° 


local farmersoon Dennis: King's. 
effective means: of i poisoning,,ma 


land. It ediivinéingly-demonstrated a quick and 
lige to clear'land, Prior to this, regeneration 


was always quick, and could still occur after years of clearing. Another factor 


Gane? 


came to light via the’ Agricultural Department, and this was thit-deveiopers 
with unlimited finance” and'technical assistance and modern machinery’ at ‘hand, 
could only managé Tess than 2% return per, annum,, Taxation claims’ of course: were 


an incentive. The subject /of ali 


J rthese concerns was of ¢ourse ‘the main Whipstick 


greenbelt, its continuity, andthe en¢laves within, ‘and “the fact’ that, ‘iricluding 


the Crown Lands, it needed more 


than ever the protection of thé’1.D.0.° 


6. 


CONSERVATION HISTORY OF THE WHIPSTICK - PART & continued 

On June L2th:the Committee of the BiF, N.C, moved that 200. wnipstiex re-submissions 
be printed, These. included an up date of the situation of the Eucalyptus ...., 

O11 Industry, the Agricultural viability. of cleating land, a list of all 
Whipstieck blocks and their significance and priority for possible purchase, 

(no. exclusions because.of existing stature which could easily change in the 
future) and a thrust for i eeen ERE the I.D. O.; and for funds for. land . 

purchase, es filers ; 


Because of the delicacy of the situation and the fact that mmivate lands were 
listed - not that there was anything ominous in this - it was still a ‘gubmi'ssion 
in terms of non compulsory amicable acquisition - this submission was not. a. 
public document as the previous Forest Park application was. This may be the . 
first time Club members outside of the then 1974 gE ARIES) are aware of. its 
existence, a 


After suitable amendments, the submissions were printed by October en 
forwarded to all relevant State and Federal Government agencies and local 
representatives, Support was also sought from many Conservation Groups - 
C.C.V., F.N.C.V., A.C.Fiy WiViF.N.A., V.N.P.A. eter. 


b pteriact 


a a a 
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PRASOPHLLUMS AT DIAMOND HILL = NOVEMBER 1987 
Br : by Rodney Orr. 


Asa follow-up +0 the ‘weekend excursion cominete ‘by’ Tom Patullo earlier in_ 
Spring, with the Orchid Group members from Melbourne, I have visited the. 
Diamond Hill area on. several occasions, most recently to search for the seed 
heads of the peeecnhyy une which were so difficult to locate UBS before .. 
they had flowered.. 


Although IT ‘expected “to find nly one or two oldats if I was lucky enough ‘to 
begin searching — in the Yight spot, I was amazed to discover in a very short 
time that there were at least a dozen robust plants which were all setting seed. 
If I'd been there two | or three weeks earlier I suppose that this group of = © 
plants would have ‘Been easy to ‘locate by tracing their perfume, as they had all 
carried flower spikes with. ten ‘or more individual flowers and several had twice 
this'number. If even a ‘emall proportion of the seeds being prodded ' now, manage 
to develop into, mature plants, then these orchids, which are probably 
Prasophyllum odoratum,: may become rather more common in this:area,., 


As my search covered an area’ of” only a few hundred square metres I ‘would 
expect to find other plants nearby, but even if the twelve Pra sophylluns™ I 
found are the only ones in the area, they would still be well worth ‘o": 
revisiting while they are in flower next Spring - the best pane TEES 
ae be during the early weeks of November. ; 


KR KX KK HK KH KK 


ie 


“PARTIAL ALBINO BAT - LITTLE FREE-TAILED BAT 


. Mormopterus' planiceps 
chat _ by. Dr. W.N. HONE TIER IG: 


On 4th December ‘1967, Mer. Bevan Doyle, a State Electricity Comeaten employee, 
was replacing old power poles on Somerset Park Road,, Strathfieldsaye. : 

When “the metal cap at. ‘the top., ‘of. the pole was removed several bats. were Rew, 

a common occurrence. However . this time a very, different type of bat caught as 
the crew's attention, The. body: of, one of the bats was pure white, but the wings 
and ears, were the. normal. dark grey colour. The partial albino, plus a normal .- 
bat , weré collected and given to, Dale. Gibbons. who brought the bats to me (W. NH. No 


Albino bats are very rarely found... EW .Setzer, in 1950 recorded in the journal 
of ‘Mamma logy 31(3):350 ‘the frequency, of .albinistic bats in normally coloured 
populations seems to be small,. There are records from every continent except. 
Australia, but few genera have more, ;than one .species that show albinism'. 


Later, C.J.McCoy (1960) J. Mamma Yi(d)1I9, reported the first records of true 
albinos in the genus Tadarida: (cliésely related to Mormopterus), “In 1957 « 
and 1958 they collected two pure albinos and one with only pigmented eyes. ae 


C.F.Herreid Ji and R.B.Davis: (J:Mammal,41:117-119,1960) examined over 47, 000 
Mexican free-tailed bats (T. praigflTérisis ) in Téxas in 1957 and found 149 © 

with white patches of fur on the back, one with white spots over most ‘of ‘the’: ~ 
body, and five with outstanding marks on the abdomen. They caught. one BABS Se 
albino in 1959 in a different area. ‘Age, and scar tissue development were» 
suggested as possible causes of some ‘of the white patches. - 


Mitchell, (J. Mammal, 44(3): 422 1963) found an adult female with a single. white: : 
patch across the left shoulder 7/8 inch by 1 ae in. Tadarida femorosaaca. 
(Poeketed free-tailed bat). Soha at ae 


The only reference ‘to’ an albino pat. in Ruste lias phat! Tam aware of is a note by 
S: Swanson: in the Northern Territories Naturalist (‘1(3):6 1980) of an albino: 
“common. sheath-tailed: bat Taphozous’ geongianug Eee the’ Arnhem land cecarpricit. 


Colour variations in Mormopterus are not uncommon, Together with members of the 
Bendigo. FieldiNaturalistsClub;: I. caught and tagged” 250 M. planiceps in Bendigo 
(Holsworth 1986):and:recordéd some variations in: the colour pattern : © a Bate ee 
-individuals, Our tagging, motes refer to 14'(13 females and 1 male) aging 
light: coloured, ‘Light’ grey or light brown. One male was recorded as “Silver erey; 
another was recorded as having’a white belly. One female had a very’ pale grey 
back and belly contr Dissenlits uae with the dark ears: and wings. - 
Note: This is an ‘edited version of a ‘paper, sent v9 the Canberra’ based bat! 
Journals Méerodexm: ay By co 


re 


“SR ¥ ¥ XX * 


Ny DAY_ON MARSHES 
_ by Stephen and Bruce Wallace. 


On Sunday 15th Novatbee, 12 members from the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club 
met with Mr Tom Lowe at Kangaroo Lake, We then drove to a spot at Top Marsh, 
He explained to us how the Field and Game people had obtained permission 

to build a retaining wall-across the outlet at Top Marsh. This wall was 
slowly killing the marsh,: with the increase in salt, especially during. . 
Summer, - and by the water level being raised 30 cm. The Red Gum trees are ayingy, 
not able. to. stand being constantly. flooded. A pair of cockatiel NOLSS LY Ts 
flew: across. in front.of the car as we drove along the dirt track. ©: 

While. Mr. Lowe was explaining the features of the marsh, 18 Whistling Kites. 
congregated overhead circling slowly on the air currents. The Native Hens 
ran for cover in the Lignum bushes as we SSRIS the swamp. 


We. ‘then drove. further around Top Marsh to a ‘place . where : we launched the. eances. 
Along. ‘the way,.to the launch site we saw, out on the marsh amongst the treesj'). 
Swans, Straw-necked Ibis, Yellow-billed Spo nbill, Royal Spoonbill, White-faced - 
Heron, White-necked Heron, Great Egret, Pel can, Grey Teal, | and away from the |. 
marsh, other birds that we saw were, Richards Pipet, Nankeen’ Kestrel, Brown 
Falcon, Magpie, Australian Raven, SEuaIb, ‘Red-rumped Parrot, along. with 

Sparrows and Starlings. ° 


In the shallow water where we launched | ‘the canoes several large European Carp 
splashed about in the muddy water, Out on the water we passed a bent tree which 
was the favourite perch for some Whiskered Terns, while the Welcome’ “Swallows 
were constantly searching for insects all day. Many of the trees in ‘one area — 
formed a large rookery containing Darter; Pied Cormorant, ‘Little Pied Cormorant, 
and Little Black Cormorant nests. We only approached to within~ 50° metres of the 
rookery..sojas not to disturb the birds away from their nests. : 

Moving away. from, the-rookery we found two young Mountain Ducks, still covered 
with down; were feeding around the trunks of the dead trees, Later -a-hollow: 

in a tree was. found to contain 13 Mountain Duck eggs. ‘An Eastern Rosella was yl 
Seen ‘to fly* froma hollow not fer from “the Mountain Ducks nesty he 
Slowly we paddled back-to ‘where we had’ ‘left the cars for lunch, where the ‘Notey” 
Miners, Willy Wagtails dnd Blue Wrens.darted ‘around in the Black Box, © aE 
largiflorens) and Acacia stenophylla -trees.. 


Due to another ‘engagement Tom Lowe had to leave ‘us at this pourit of time. So the 
decision was which way we should go, Back out on Top Marsh ‘again or down to 
Middle Marsh. Eventually it was down to°the Middle Marsh, to where the Sea Eagles 
had nested over the years. After paddling out @ considerable distance into the 
marsh and finding no new birds it was decided ‘to return home closer to the shore- 
line, Here we were able to observe a pair of White-breasted Wood-Swallows, with 
a nest in.a large tree, The call of the Sacred Kingfisher was heard, but we were 
unable to detect the bird. Next, some sharp eyes spotted a Barn Owl roosting 

in a hollow tree, out in the water. While a few trees away @ Little Pied 
Cormorant had nested a metre or so above the water, enabling Rob Watkins to 
climb up to take somé photos of the nest containing some eggs. 


So after a full day of bird watching and canoeing, it was back to the cars 
and home, Some of the others in the party reported seeing Kookaburras, 
White-plumed Honeyeaters, Great Crested Grebe, and Zebra Finches. 


So a very successful day came to a close. 


' BIRD NOTES & OBSERVATIONS 


Bird Ciysenvene Grote et eS of December 4, 1987. 


General 


Banded Landrail, 2, Strathdale, 16/11/87 

Painted Honeyeater, 1, Mandurang , 2/12/87 

White-winged Triller, 2, Strathfieldsaye, 16/11/87 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo,, several feeding on seeds. of Acacia decurrens, 
Strathfieldsaye, 3/12/87 ie te 

Galahs, 53+, Kennington, early Nov.1987 

Galahs, 60+, Patrick St. Bendigo, 30/11/87 

Grey Currawong, 1i+,: “Whipstick,. 12/11/87 

Grey Currawong, 2, Ma idetr Gully, 2/12/87 

Black-~shouldered Kite, West Bendigo, 2/12/87. 

Black-shouldered: Kite,. Strath Village, 25/11/87 

Black-shouldered. Kite,. 2,,near Strath Village, 6/11/87 OS seres 

Black-shouldered Kite,.. Thistle. St. Bendigo, ISH ae ree 

Reed Warbler, Lyal Glen, Bal be ut : 


Nesting ~ 80 ont ef 


Striated Pardalote, in ‘nest box, Strathfieldeaye, 23/11/87 
Mistletoebird; Sedgwick, 22 & 28/11/87 

Eastern Rosella; ‘Sedgwick; 8/11/87 

Eastern Rosejila, Castlemaine, in a Plane Tree 

Eastern: Rosella,” Bendigo, in an Elm Tree (historical). 


From another digtrict 
Regent: Honeyeater, Chiltern, 3 & 22/11/87 


More detail of these observations can be obtained by contacting isin Burtoneclar: 
IF (0}. een a Phones pee! 5710. 


Notes 


A. feature of the evening was ene reports and enthusiastic discussion about 
nesting, The use of artificial nest boxes and introduced trees by Striated | 
Pardalotes and Eastérn Rosellas was noteworthy. The Eastern Rosella nest ate 
Sédgwiek was in a hollow fence post,» It initially contained 8 yourig} ones; but on 
8/11/87 only two still survived, the existance of the others evident only by 
the 'writhing bed of maggots! on which the survivors sat. Another observer 
reported.a similar experience, Unpleasant Bou it may seem, this srchatay 
does the survivors no harm.at. Qi ue prea ee anny 


Both male ‘and female Mistletoebird were nidted ne anes wast at Sedgwick, ~ 
The female was dbserved ‘wiping a mistletoe berry over the nest; which was 
three, metres up in 9, Grey Box sapling. . 


As suggested “in: the! Notes* in’ the’ September 1987 Whirrakee, a minor incursion ~ 
of Black-shouldered Kites appears to have occurred, as evidenced by the ea 
reports received at the meeting. 73a: 
The floek,.of, 11+- Grey, Currawongs: seen at the Old Tom slum heaps in the Wnipstiex 
is exceptionally. large for a. species normally found only singly, ; ‘in pairs or. 
occassionally in small family parties. 

The yalue of creating habitats for birds was demonstrated by the arrival ‘for 
the first time of ‘Reed Warblers to reedbeds grow ina dam built a few EEE. 
ago. It is hoped they will remain’ to breed. 

Finally, @& possible sighting of ‘a’ Mallee Fowl in the Wnipstick in March this 
year by a non-birdo raised the exciting spectre WEEN this species may still 
bexpresent,, However, confirmation is needed. : 


10. 


AN EVENING WITH THE 2 
Collated by. T. Peete. 


otha oe 


There were seven members present at the November Meeting. 
On the specimen table were the following specimens. 


Baeckea virgata - The Tall Baeckea, from Eastcrn Australia, vastly different to” 
our local Baeckea, in that it is a tall shrub to 8 ft. and covers itself with | 
small white flowers, so profuse is™ this florescence that it causes the arching 
branches to bécome somewhat pendulous, From a distance the ings WEEE | in flower 
has a resemblence to the Grampians Thryptomene. 


Melaleuca coccinea A Western Australian beauty, with a fiery e6l pottle-brush-. 
Tike flower in late spring, grows to two metres high, small almost, eliptical 
leaves with the familiar cross leaf pattern when the branch is viewed. end..on. 


Melaleuca nematophylla Another beauty from W.A, having terete ‘(roid ‘in cross 
section) Leaves, somewhat resembling pine needles, and bearing globular 

flowers, on the very end of the branches, reddish purple in colour’ with genes \ 
tipped stamens. Again, as with last months specimens, we saw the great. 

variety in the shape and form of the foliage of the Melaleuca species, also 

the similarity in flower form of some of the Melaleucas to the Callistemons.. .....; 
I refer to the members which have the bottle-brush-like flowers. — Cen: 


Callistemon phoeniceus One of the only two neniesre of the species, ‘Callistemon,.- 
which are indigenous to W.A. carries a bright red bottle-brush which contrasts. . 
well with the rather stiff, grey foliage. The other W.A. member is Gy speciosus... 
The callistemon species is noted for its readily hybridising capabilities, . 
resulting in large numbers of hybrid members of this spectacular plant. 


Callistemon citrinus Indigenous to Eastern Australia, and probably the best 
known variety in cultivation has large brilliant red brushes with golden-tipped 
stamens, and is one of the parents of many: hybrids. 


ies rae 


Callistemon Harkness Hydrid A well known and much cultivated: hybrid, can be 
@ spectacular sight in full bloom. It is a prolific flowerer, A well grown 
specimen can reach the dimentions of a small tree. 


The six afore mentioned varieties are all member s of the Myrtaceae familys — 


Hyuenoopouu flavum - The Native Brearadinevad, from North Eastern Australia, a Baim: 
ine upright tree to twelve metres, bears tanges yellow, sweet perfumed flowers. 
and bright shiny green leaves. ss ; 

Sollya hetrophylla and Tie ee Sat eet Set Abie 
Sollya parvitolia are a couple of mative climbers from Western Australia. ~ 
The first named was the white flowered form of the species, which also hasa 
blue form, Sollya parvifolia however has the more vivid blue flower and Soeee 
leaves as.the name implies, both are strongly twining and vigorous. 


Hibbertia_ scandens is another native climber, from N.S.W. and Q'land bearing’: 
large yellow. flowers and shiny green foliage, The flowers when fully out 
Measure upto two inches across and are very Eres in the bud onaes? when 
they resemble small rose buds. Sapa 


Bursaria spinosa A local shrub, ‘which flowers seta Christmas in vearite 
Masses of white sweet perfumed terminal STORED very spiny as PEE Loe ai 
in the fame. ; at 


Pterostylis. biseta This was a cultivated plant ina pote A well grown specimen 
to eignteen Tnehes tall with four flowers open, two with swollen seed boxes, 
resulting from artificial cross Egle tien: There are at least three more 
‘buds to open.yet.: ae 


On Jack's Video we Serarted with a first record for this plant in the > Whipstick - 
Helichrysum apiculatum, 


li. 
EXCURSION DETAILS 


FEBRUARY EXCURSION haus 
Sunday February 14 - Daylesford. 


Walks in the cool forest,.and search: for: the tiny Elbow Orchids in, phe Hiss” 
of picturesque Wombat Reservoir. Lunch in the shade of trees at Womtet Hill, 
Botanical Gardens, After lunch viewing Hyacinth Orchids at Sailors Creek on 
the western side of Daylesford. Mineral water may be collected at™ Tipperary ji 
Springs on the return journey. If you-wish, bring a container for Blae kbernse8 4:6 
they are usually plentiful at Tipperary: SpE INES Geiss aft 
Meet at 9.00 am at Havlin. Street. |.» Palast ‘ere! 
NOTE EARLIER TIME to allow for travel. . he eet 
- Bring lunch and refreshments, and swimming gear, if you are game, =. SEAR 
Leader: Cynthia Watkins, 


ate 


MARCH EXCURSIONS 


Labour Day long weekend (12-14 March) 4 
Bird-watching at Werribee Sewerage Farm, - 


A member of the Melbourne Bird Observers Club, Mr.John Barcla, has very 
obligingly offered to lead our members on a tour of the M.M,B. W. Sewerage Farnt—— 
and/or the coastal strip of Corio Bay. 

This area is famous for its waterbirds, and in particular the countless =a 
which migrate there from the northern hemisphere each year. We will see them 
just before they depart northwards again. John Barela is an expert on the area 
end its birds. The M.M.B.W. Sewerage Farm and ‘surrounds is now a high security 
area, with restricted entry. Mike will be a chance to view it which you cannot . 
do just when you wish, 7 tition, F 
However, sinee driving. down: and. ectar as well as putting in a long days. work,: ...., 
is not very practical, it has been decided 1a stay oun) there for at. least one . 
night. . Ly ACOA, eae -o YP ee Be ter UGE map ey tad 


Program a ates Clea, a ”3 . ’ Soe ue a] Tara a 
Saturday 12 March. ¢ hk eS 
Travel down to Brisbane Ranges National Park via Daylesford, Korweinguboora and 
Ballan (135 km); Campsite will be at Boar Gully Camping Area - a’map showing . 

its location is available from John Lindner. People who may want to stay in 
motels have these choices, or others they may find: 


Werribee: Werribee Park Motor Inn, 121 Duncans. Road (1 km east of the P.0.) 
(03) 741 7222. 
Geelong: Corio Bay Budget Motel, Princes Highway, Corio (052) 751 489. 
Parkwood Motel, Cnr.Shannon Av, and Ballarat,Rd., Geelong Son 
(052) 785 477. Aare  id 
sod. Rippleside Motel, Drumcondra. (052) 782-017. 


For the campers at ) Eee Gully,.. there. will be a. sma. ‘Charge. 


Sunday 2B erty are 

ficet John Parcla at -the M.M.B.W. eaccerare Raven Rep a guided tour... 5, 3 
Depending on whether the midday tide is high or low, we will do 2 coastal walk. - 
or tour ‘the sewerage farm, se LOD, waders which HERE come... inland. . 


4- 


Monday 14 March 9 O80 :. an RNG Huber 
Bird-watching at Avalon Saltworks. John Barcla will get us the fiecessary 
introduction and pass on the Saturday. 


Please notify John Lindner Aen NSP yon will be Soup at any meeting or by 
telephoning 39 7308. 


1A, Se: as ie 
EXCURSION DETAILS continued, 


Sunday March 20 
Royal ° ‘Melbourne Zoo with Junior; Field Naturalists Group. - ee 


Senior ‘members of. the Club are” invited to make up the numbers to fill a large 
bus going..te Melbourne Zoo.” . 


Departure: 8330 a.m. Return: 5:00°- 6.00 p.m. 
Book seats with Ian Fenselau or Jane Cleary. 
Costs: $4.00 - $5.00 for the bus fare and $4. 00. entry ‘to ‘the 780 


Full and final details will be: available, in March MWhirrakee" and “at March: meeting. 
APRIL EXCURSIONS | a 


Esster Campout 
Location: Mt. Buffalo National Park, Lake Catani. 
Dates: Friday 1 - Monday 4 (Tuesday 5) April. 
(We. cannot. take up. our. campsites until Friday.) 
Facilities: .. 
Toilets, Water, Hot enoneres mmeyeed for barbeques only. 
Cost:;:. $4.90 per night per, site. One site will accommodate 6 people or 
2: x.3 person tents. Cost per person works out at 80c per night. 
This means that a family. group of 3 or, ‘4 will have ta outlay about 
. $10.00 for. 3 mente and $13.00 for. 4 piers S 


Bookings 

A Hane for sites for our club will be onan by Aeron 15th. Therefore bookings 
may be made with John Lindner Eagas at the Club TRE in OEE or WaEIa ss, 

or ‘by telephoning’ 39°7308 . i 
PAYMENT MUST BE MADE IN FULL. NO BOOKINGS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER MARCH ‘oth MEETING. 


Distance: Via Goornong, Rushworth, Murchison, Violet Town, Pee Cae me 
Milawa, | Myrtleford, Porepunkah - 292 km, Oe Lat SEEPS 


UENO CES Beautiful walks with bird-ratehing and nage Alpine scenery, 


rr 
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BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP REPORT ” 


The final meeting of the B,0.G. was addressed by one of our members, Peter 


Allen, who spoke on the. Birds of the Northern. Whipstick Area. ic ae 7 
Peter who is involved in the Bird-Banding Schemes from Canberra and who keeps 

a record of nesting sites in the northern Whipstick, illustrated. his talk 

with maps and charts, and has obviously put a Bess deal of time and. effort ‘into 
his project. 

He was able’ to report on 101 species having been epeenied in the erent arith: 
about 50 species breeding Wak and his talk was followed with great... ...., 
interest: by the meeting. - hee rien, “a Se 


SI 
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BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB at 
Address for correspondence, P.0.Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


eee Ee FOR CEE ES 


PRES IDENT Rob Ninos. Gears South hal fee S. D.Sedgwick 39 6254 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D.Raywood 36 9226 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT Bruce Wallace 20 Pearce St.,. Eaglehawk 46 7325 
SECRETARY Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom © 48 4396 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rdv'; R.S.D.Sedgwick . 39 6254 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka, R.S.D.,Raywood 36 9252 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka, R.S.D., Raywood 36 9226 
EXCURSION /SYLLABUS John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 34:39 7308" 
ORGANISER i ay hs, ye Dh eRe pee yo a 
LIBRARIAN Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd., Epsom “48° 4396" 
WHIRRAKEE -CO=ORDINATOR Graham:Hill #31: Cumnew, Ste; SICK) SME ai 42 4016. 


Membership of the Bendigo Field. Naturalists Club is open nO all those interested re 
in natural history. The membership subseription rates are: Single ERLZIOO > F = 
Family $17.00, Pensioner and Children.$8.00. ‘Whirrakee subscription only $13. 00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each jnonth at the Conference . 
Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. Meetings ‘start at 
7,30 p.m, and conclude’ with supper::The Annual Meeting is:held in September... 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless:otherwise’ specified. © 

Full day excursions normally commente at10,00°a.m, (usually on a’ \Siinday). 

Half day excursions ‘tormally commence at 2,00 p.m. and-may be either a Saturday 
or Sunday. Day or halfyday excursions are usually held on the weekend following 
the General Meeting. Campouts are. ‘held several times in a year, usually 
co-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


RAE am a em ene at 


The B.F.N.C. has five sub-groups: - rbp 


The BIRD. OBSERVERS GROUP meets’on theif ‘first Friday of vane month at: ‘the 
Agriculture Department, nt, Epsom, at 7. 9 p.m, i 


The BOTANY GROUP meets on the fourth ‘Thursday’ of the ‘tionth at'7,. 30, D. m. 
in member's homes as announced in the So Diary. 
Convenor: Graham Hill (42, 4016). an 


The CONSERVATION GROUP meets on an rete mere nedt basis. ine far as 2  iaoet 
meetings details Will be advertised in the "Whirrakee" Diary, 9 -.0 -sicteeeee! cee 
Convenor: Rod Fyffe; 546. Hargreaves! 5v.,.1Bendigot{ 43 7673). 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of the month, at 7.30 p.m. 
im member! 8. homes as announced, ain the monthly Diary i 
President: Ian Fengelau, Buckland Street, White Hills 48 4384 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


The JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP meets on the first Sunday in:the-menth;~ ~ 
from 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m;, at the Edueation Department: Special Services’. 
Complex, Havlin St. East, Bendigo. Group activities are open to the 8-18 years 
age group, together with. theix younger brothers and sisters, if accompanied 
by parents. (Parents will be needed for help with transportation on excursions. ) 
Organisers: Jane Cleary, Goynes Rd., White Hills. (48 4396) 

Tan Fenselau, Buckland St., White HIlls (48 4384) 


ee nar orate earn Ha ae ween tree 
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MEETINGS 


Eph Subject: Natural History of Victorias Alpine Region. 
-- .Speaker:. Gary Cheers. 


Wed: a 9 Subject: Shell’ Fossils _ 
; Speaker: John Neil, ‘. 
Wear 13ics) Subject: | Daisies, 

A Speakers Judy: Davies. 
BER OS at sce 
Sun. Feb, 14, Daylesford area. See page 11 for details. 4 
Mareh 12-14 Labour Day long weekend. Bird-watching at Werribee Sewerage Farm. 

See page 11 for details. 


Sun Mar? 20 “Royal Melbourne Zoo with Junior Field Naturalists Group, 
See page 12 for details. . 


March 19-20 W.V.F.N.C.A. meeting at Warrnambool. 
Weekend Contact Laurie Leeson for details. —_. BRE Se 


April 1-5 EASTER CAMPOUT - Mt. Buffalo National Park, © ‘Take Catani, 
See page 12for details, 


Sun Apr .17 Glacial pavements at Derrinal, 
_(v.5:Meet at 10.00 am in.Havlin Street. . 
. Examine the geological history of the Derrinal area ‘eh way of 
: .@lacial pavements, erratic boulders carried by the ices ands, 
beds of tillite deposited. VES the ice HASEREE 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP 


Fri.Mar.4 7,30 pm., Department of Agriculture, Epsom. 
{Syllabus Item: Dr.Tom Burton will eveal on Birds of the Mt. 
Lofty Range.: ©. ; 
Bird of the Night: Mountain Thrush. 


BOTANY GROUP | a ee aes 
Thurs.Feb.25 7.30 pmat J, Kellam's 3 SIN ? Patrick Ste, EEHEYO ea 
MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP Ghis san Bee pe 
Thurs.Feb.18 8.00 pm at Graham. His none 1 Curnow St. -» Golden Square. : 
JUNIOR FIELD NATURALISTS GROUP eee ae <b fi ee \ 
Sun,Mar.6 Ian Fenselau will give a field demonstration of the workings ine 


inside a hive of bees.. General insect hunt planned also. - 
COMMITTEE MEETING L pamse 
Wed .Feb.17 8,00 ‘pwm. at E.Leamon's home, Dreschler St., Bendigo. 


